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Problems with Drilling and Possible Solutions 
 
It takes too much time. 
 
I keep forgetting to do it. 
 
It’s boring and repetitive. 
 
I keep picking on the same students. 
 
My students don’t understand the benefit. 
 
I can’t tell who is pronouncing well and who isn’t. 
 
Some students don’t join in. 
 
The students don’t take it seriously 
 
 
Golden Rules of Drilling 
 

1.   

2.  

3.  

4.  

5.  

6.  

7.  



Classroom Examples 
 

 
Classroom example 8 

 

 
But 

my 
his 
her 
our 

guests 
friends 
parents 
cousins 

 
want 

wanted 

 
to 

go to the cinema. 
swim. 

listen to the radio. 
read. 

 
 
Example 1 

Example 2 

Example 3 

Example 4 

Example 5 

Example 6 

Example 7 

Example 8 
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Classroom example 1 
T: It didn’t rain so I needn’t have taken my umbrella.  
Ss:  It didn’t rain so I needn’t have taken my umbrella. 
And so on 
 
Classroom example 2 
T: Did you see that aeroplane? 
Ss:  Did you see that aeroplane? 
T: car (verbal or picture prompt) 
Ss: Did you see that car? 
T: bus 
Ss: Did you see that bus? 
And so on 
 
Classroom example 3 
T: I was at school (weak “was”) 
Ss: I was at school. 
T: John 
Ss: John was at school. (stress the new information) 
T: John and Mary 
Ss:  John and Mary were at school. (weak “were”) 
And so on 
 
Classroom example 4 
T: If John argues, I’ll be angry. 
S: If John argues, I’ll be angry. 
T: Mary 
S: If Mary argues, I’ll be angry. 
T: smoke 
S: If Mary smokes, I’ll be angry. 
T: they 
S: If Mary smokes, they’ll be angry. 
T: furious 
S: If Mary smokes, they’ll be furious. 
And so on 

Classroom example 5 
T: I’ve never played tennis. (stress probably on 
“never”) 
Ss: I’ve never played tennis. 
T: I played tennis yesterday. 
Ss: I’ve never played tennis. 
T: I played football yesterday. 
Ss: I’ve never played football. 
T: I played ping-pong yesterday. 
Ss: I’ve never played ping-pong. 
And so on. 
 
Classroom example 6 
T: He’s a postman. His wife died the other day. 
 He’s the postman whose wife died the other day. 
 He’s a postman. His wife died the other day. 
Ss: He’s the postman whose wife died the other day.  
T: He’s a policeman. His son’s at university. 
Ss: He’s the policeman whose son’s at university. 
T: He’s a doctor. His wife’s mad. 
Ss: He’s the doctor whose wife’s mad. 
T: He’s a lawyer. His sister’s pregnant. 
Ss: He’s the lawyer whose sister’s pregnant. 
T: He’s a plumber. His dog’s fat. 
Ss: He’s the plumber whose dog’s fat. 
And so on. 
 
Classroom example 7 
T: I’ve got a red car. 
Ss: Have you got a red car? 
T: She’s got a new bicycle 
Ss: Has she got a new bicycle? 
T: We’ve got a new dog. 
Ss: Have you got a new dog? 
 



Lingua Franca Core Pronunciation Problems 
 

Vowels 
   
10.         No length variation - all vowels generally have the same length as the English short 

vowels, so long vowels seem too short 

 
Consonants 

 
1.        Confusion between /b/ and /v/ - /B/ tends to be used for both 

2.        /t/ is very dental in Spanish 

5.        /s/ and /z/ confused - /s/ used for both  

7.        /Z/ does not occur in Spanish - /s/ used instead 

8.        /dZ/ and /tS/ confused - /tS/ used for both, or the sound in the Spanish ‘yo’ is used 

instead 

9.        /j/ does not occur - the sound in ‘yo’ is used instead 

14.         /w/ does not occur and is substituted by /b/or /B/, or by /g/ if /w/ comes before /U/ 

15.         /p, t, k/ are not aspirated in Spanish 

 
Clusters 

 
3.        /s + C + s/ clusters difficult, with one of the /s/ being deleted 

4.        /s/ sometimes deleted when final in a word-final cluster 

5.        Final clusters with /t/ or /d/ are problematic, with deletion of /t, d/ 

 
Stress, rhythm and intonation 

 
4.        There is no equivalent system in Spanish to the system of nuclear stress of English 
 
 
Communicative Drilling Activities 
 
The ID game  
 
A Day in the Life of …  
 
Family Tree  
 
Questionnaires  
 
Find Someone Who… (FSW)  
 
Video Clips – Running Commentary  
 
Switch!  
 
Fishy Stories 
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