
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Introduction 
 

Songs are more than just entertainment: they are reading and listening texts, containing 

grammar and vocab, phonological and discourse features. Hopefully, this workshop will 

help you to use songs in many different ways, while keeping that sense of entertainment! 

 

Background music 
 

Why not play music in the background while students are doing activities? It provides: 

♫ a pleasant working environment 

♫ a tempo to work to 

♫ an effective signal to stop the task 

 

But remember! 

♪ ask your students if they want music 

♪ words may distract the students  

 

Vocab grab (1st listen) 
 

Give out 8-10 words on separate cards to each group of students.  

Pre-teach any new words. 

[Students predict story of the song/make up own story]. 

Students listen to song and grab words when they hear them before partners do. 

[Check words grabbed between verses]. 

Students with most words at end win. 

 

Talking about songs (without listening) 
 

Go beyond the classroom, while giving the students a chance to have a real conversation: 

 

♫ Students tell each other about the last song they heard. 

♫ Where were you? What were you doing? What song was it? What was it like? etc. 

♫ [practises descriptive adjectives, comparatives, past tenses] 
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{Diphthong} Dictations (1st or 2nd listen) 
 

1. Choose any language point (diphthongs, the schwa, past simple, contractions etc.) 

and count how many there are in the song. 

Students listen and tick every time they hear it. Compare numbers at the end. 

Simple! 
 

2. Or: Take the language out of a photocopy of the text and students listen and replace 

(like a gap-fill). 
 

Where to get songs from? 
 

♫ Students – the best resource. They will like songs they’ve chosen! 

♫ The radio – world service (top 20), radio 1 etc. 

♫ TV – videos can work even better!(MTV, VH1) 

♫ Friends, other teachers and YOU! 
 

Grammar Dictation (2nd listen) 
 

Does the song have a repetitive chorus with a good grammar point? 

On 2
nd

 listen, just play the chorus and students write the dictation. One student onto the 

board. Follow up with clarification and practice! 

 

Vocab dictation (1st or 2nd listen) 
 

Students write down 3 nouns, 3 adjectives and 3 verbs they hear in the song. After the 

song they tell a partner a short story using these words.  

Vocab revision and fluency practice in perfect harmony! 

 

Picture dictation (1st or 2nd listen) 
 

Some students prefer drawing to writing. So get them to draw about what they hear and 

then explain/compare their pictures. 
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Song drills 
 

Liven up your controlled practice of structures and functions by incorporating them into 

well-known tunes, for example: 
 

♫ If you’re happy and you know it clap your hands 

becomes: Have you ever been to England in the Spring? 

 

♫ She’ll be coming round the mountain when she comes 

becomes: We’ll be landing at Heathrow at six o’clock 

 

♫ There’s only one Sol Campbell 

becomes: I haven’t got any brothers 

 

Jukebox Jury 
 

Students listen to 3 or 4 short extracts of songs and then give each of them a mark out of 

5, and, of course, a reason for doing so!  

[A good idea to pre-teach some useful language first]  
 

Sentence Heads (Post-listening) 
 

Take a recurring sentence head out of the song and students finish the sentence 

themselves an even number of times to create their own songs, which may be worth 

singing or putting up on the walls! 

 

E.g.  Everybody wants…… to rule the world  

  Everybody wants…… to speak English well 

  Everybody wants…… to live in Prague 

  Everybody wants…… to meet Patrick Berger 

 

Extra Ideas 

 
♫ Students order cut up lyrics to practise listening and discourse skills 

♫ Students create a role-play between characters in the song 

♫ Students put prepositions or articles back into the lyrics 

♫ Students change direct speech in lyrics into reported speech 
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